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Introduction: Last week in Chapter 14, we found that of the three special
spiritual gifts given to those in the early church, that the greatest of those was the
ability to prophesy. Speaking in tongues and interpreting those languages were
special gifts, but prophecy built up the whole church.

Chapter 15 is possibly the greatest chapter in the Bible on the resurrection. It
should be studied carefully and referred to often. In the cities of Athens and
Corinth, Paul met head-on the Grecian philosophy of his day. The Grecian
philosophers believed in the idea of immortality, but they did not believe in the
resurrection of the body. It seems that some of these ideas had filtered into the
Church at Corinth, and now Paul sets out to correct their error.

1. The Fact of Christ’s Resurrection

1 Cor 15:1 Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel which | preached
unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

1 Cor 15:2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

Without the gospel, no man can be saved. Without the resurrection of Christ, we
would have no saving gospel to preach; because the bodily resurrection of Christ
is an indispensable part of the gospel.

The gospel is the message that Paul declared and preached.

1 Cor. 2:2, For | determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ,
and him crucified.

It is the same message that every true believer has heard and received and is
the truth wherein we stand.

Gal. 1:6, | marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the
grace of Christ unto another gospel:

The gospel is the one and only message of salvation.



Rom. 1:16, For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the
Greek.

1 Cor. 1:18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but
unto us which are saved it is the power of God. .. 21 For after that in the
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.

“If ye keep in memory,” does not mean that salvation is conditional, if one is to
remain saved. He is not declaring that they were saved just as long as they
remembered certain things. He was telling them that their continuance in the faith
was the proof of the reality of their life. If the sinner gives a mere mental assent
to the gospel, they are believing in vain. There are four conditions of life
described by the word “vain.” (v. 2), vain believing. (v. 10) vain grace. (v. 14) vain
preaching. (v. 14, 17) vain faith.

1 Cor 15:3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which | also received, how
that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

1 Cor 15:4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day
according to the scriptures:

Actually these first four verses of this chapter declare the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. And the definition of the gospel is clearly given in verses 3
and 4. The Gospel is how Christ died for our sins, how he was buried, and after
three days and three nights, he arose victorious out of the grave. And the death,
burial, and resurrection were all done according to the Old Testament
Scriptures. Verse 2 teaches that if we believe in any other thing besides the true
Gospel, we are believing in vain. It is Christ and Christ alone who saves us from
our sins, and it is all of grace. Our works, no matter how great they might be, will
never come into play in regards to our salvation.

Without the resurrection, there would be no gospel to preach.

Rom. 4:25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our
justification.

His resurrection is typified and taught in the Old Testament. When Abraham (a
type of God the Father) offered his son Isaac (a type of the Lord Jesus Christ) as
a burnt offering, he expected God to resurrect him. (Gen. 22)

Heb. 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that
had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of whom it was
said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19 Accounting that God was able to
raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.

Matt. 12:40. For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly;



so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.

1 Cor 15:5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:

1 Cor 15:6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of
whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.

1 Cor 15:7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.

1 Cor 15:8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due
time.

After his death, Jesus was seen by the apostles. They knew him better than
anyone. They preached His resurrection, even though the Jews despised this
doctrine. They would not give up this truth, even though it meant that they would
suffer great persecution for preaching it.

Luke 24:34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.

John 20:19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when
the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews,
came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.

Acts 1:3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many
infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things
pertaining to the kingdom of God:

His resurrection was a bodily resurrection, not just spiritually.

Luke 24:39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is | myself: handle me, and
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 40 And when he
had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet. 41 And while they yet
believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat?
42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. 43 And
he took it, and did eat before them.

Paul mentions a number of people who saw Jesus after His resurrection. It is not
like we have to believe just Mary and the apostles. There were more than 500
brethren that witnessed Christ after His resurrection. Paul mentions that he was
one born out of due time. He means that during this time, the Jews had been cut
off and did not see things accurately concerning Jesus Christ. Even today, we
still live in the age of the Gentiles. But like Paul, there are still some Jews who
believe in Christ and have obtained salvation. We know that God has promised
that the Jewish nation will be born again when He returns to earth at the close of
the great tribulation.

Isa 66:6 A voice of noise from the city, a voice from the temple, a voice
of the LORD that rendereth recompense to his enemies.
Isa 66:7 Before she travailed, she brought forth; before her pain came,



she was delivered of a man child.

Isa 66:8 Who hath heard such a thing? who hath seen such things? Shall
the earth be made to bring forth in one day? or shall a nation be born at
once? for as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth her children.

Isa 66:9 Shall | bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? saith the
LORD: shall | cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God.

Isa 66:10 Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that
love her: rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her:

Il The Importance of Christ’s Resurrection

1 Cor 15:9 For | am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an
apostle, because | persecuted the church of God.

1 Cor 15:10 But by the grace of God | am what | am: and his grace which was
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but | laboured more abundantly than they
all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

1 Cor 15:11 Therefore whether it were | or they, so we preach, and so ye
believed.

1 Cor 15:12 Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say
some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead?

As great a man as Paul was, he had a very humble opinion of himself. It seemed
that although God had forgiven him for persecuting the church, Paul could not
forgive himself. He said he was not meet to be called an apostle. But as he goes
on to say, it is the grace of God that makes us what we are. Without Jesus, we
are nothing. Some during Paul’s day denied the resurrection of the dead and did
not believe that Jesus rose from the grave. But man can deny, but the Holy Spirit
has witnessed with my spirit that Jesus did come out of the grave and is sitting
at the right hand of the Father always making intercession for me.

Rom 8:34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather,
that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh
intercession for us.

1 Cor 15:13 But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen:
It is a serious thing to deny the resurrection. To do so involves the denial of
Christ’s Resurrection.

The two resurrections are tied together. You cannot have one without the other.
It is not incredible that the Creator could raise the dead.

Acts 26:8 Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should
raise the dead?

Acts 23:8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor
spirit: but the Pharisees confess both.



Rom. 8:11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies
by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Heb. 13:20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord
Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting
covenant,

1 Cor 15:14 And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith
is also vain.

1 Cor 15:15 Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have
testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the
dead rise not.

To deny the resurrection is also a denial of the Christian Faith. If Christ be not
risen then preaching is vain. If Christ be not risen then faith is vain.

1 Pet. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

If Christ be not risen then Paul was a false witness.

Acts 4:33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

1 Cor 15:16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:
1 Cor 15:17 And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your
sins.

To deny the resurrection is a denial of the Efficacy of Salvation.

Rom. 4:25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our
Jjustification.

Heb. 10:4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take
away sins.

Heb. 10:12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat
down on the right hand of God;

1 Pet. 1:21,Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and
gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.

1 Cor 15:18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.
1 Cor 15:19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most
miserable.



The denial of the resurrection is also a denial of hope for the dead. If Christ be
not raised, then all of the dead in Christ have perished forever.

1 Thess. 4:13 But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

If Christ be not raised, then we are of all men most miserable.

2 Tim. 1:12 For the which cause | also suffer these things: nevertheless | am
not ashamed: for | know whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he is
able to keep that which | have committed unto him against that day.

1 Pet. 1:21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead,
and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.

There are so many things that would be vain if Christ was not risen from the
dead. Our presence in church services would be of no value if we worship a
god that is dead. Many worship false gods like Budah and Mohammed, but
our God is different. Jesus is the only one who has died and come back to life.
If Christ was not real, we would be false witnesses, and all of our efforts to
preach would be in vain. But we are not still in our sins, because Jesus did rise
up out of the tomb after three days and three nights.

lll. The Order of the Resurrection

1 Cor 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of
them that slept.

1 Cor 15:21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection
of the dead.

1 Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

Christ became the first fruits of the dead. Some teach that Moses was raised
from the dead, but if that is true, it had to be after Christ was resurrected
because verse 20 says Jesus became the firstfruits of them that slept. Because
Adam and Eve sinned, we all have inherited the sin nature. We are all fallen and
have no ability to have fellowship with God without first coming to Christ for
salvation. As by the one man Adam came death, by the one man, Jesus Christ,
who was God incarnate, we are made alive when we come to Him for salvation.

Every Jew knew what the “firstfruits” were.

Lev. 23:9 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 10 Speak unto the
children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which |



give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of
the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: 11 And he shall wave the sheaf
before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath the
priest shall wave it. 12 And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf an
he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt offering unto the LORD.

13 And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine flour mingled
with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD for a sweet savour: and the
arink offering thereof shall be of wine, the fourth part of an hin. 14 And ye shall
eat neither bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that
ye have brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for ever
throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

This was the farmer’s first sheaf of ripened grain presented to the Lord as the
pledge of the ingathering of the whole harvest. On the first day of the feast of
firstfruits, selected delegates marked out the spot in the grain field from which
the sheaf would be cut. On the second day the sheaf was cut and brought into
the sanctuary. On the third day, corresponding to the day of Christ’s
resurrection, this sheaf was presented to the Lord as a pledge, sample or
guarantee, that the remainder of the harvest would be brought in. According to
this previous type, the present fact is that Christ, as the firstfruits was raised
from the dead. He is the pledge and guarantee that all Christians will be raised
from the dead. The harvest will be completed.

1 Cor 15:23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they
that are Christ's at his coming.

1 Cor 15:24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the
kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all
authority and power.

1 Cor 15:25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet.

Christ who is the second Adam brought both life and resurrection. There is no
general resurrection. The word order in v. 23, originally referred to military rank.
The first resurrection described in this chapter and in 1 Thess. 4:13-18, will only
be composed of saved people. The resurrection of the unsaved will not take
place until over 1,000 years later. ( Rev. 20:11-15)

1Th 4:13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

1Th 4:14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.

1Th 4:15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive
and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.

1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

1Th 4:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

1Th 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.



There is an order to those who will be resurrected:
1. Christ is the firstfruits
2. They that are His (the saved) at His coming (I Thes. 4:13)
3. The lost at the close of the 1,000 year Millennial reign of Christ

At the close of the one thousand year reign of Christ, He will deliver up the
kingdom to the Father and then Christ shall reign forever in the new earth.

Rev 20:4 And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was
given unto them: and | saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the
witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped
the beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their
foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years.

Rev 20:5 But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years
were finished. This is the first resurrection.

Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on
such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and
of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.

1 Cor 15:26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.

1 Cor 15:27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all
things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all
things under him.

1 Cor 15:28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son
also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be
all in all.

God the Father has put all things under Christ’s feet. That is not to say that
Christ is elevated above the Father, but that all things here on earth and above
are under Christ’s rule. Because of Christ overcoming death, we that know
Jesus as Lord will never experience separation from God. Death has been
overcome when Jesus arose victoriously from the grave. One of the greatest
promises we have is at the end of this chapter.

1 Cor 15:55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
1 Cor 15:56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.
1 Cor 15:57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.

At the end of the thousand year reign, there will be a rebellion against Christ,
which will be put down, then the kingdom will be delivered up to the Father.

Rev. 20:7 And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out



of his prison, 8 And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four
quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the
number of whom is as the sand of the sea. 9 And they went up on the breadth of
the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city:
and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. 10 And the
devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night
for ever and ever.

1 Cor 15:29 Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the
dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?

1 Cor 15:30 And why stand we in jeopardy every hour?

1 Cor 15:31 | protest by your rejoicing which | have in Christ Jesus our Lord, |
die daily.

1 Cor 15:32 If after the manner of men | have fought with beasts at Ephesus,
what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow
we die.

1 Cor 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.

1 Cor 15:34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the
knowledge of God: | speak this to your shame.

Paul asks a good question in verse 29. If there was no resurrection, why were
all of these people being baptized. Baptism in itself is a picture of the of the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. We see our old man, the man of the
flesh being put to death as we go down into the water, and the new man, the
spiritually reborn man, rising up to walk in newness of life. Paul points out that if
there is no resurrection, why do people like him jeopardize their lives to preach
the gospel.

If Christ is not real, we might as well live like the world and never consider
walking a life that is pleasing to God. But like Paul, we know Christ is true and
we gain by living a separated life patterned after Jesus. We should so believe in
our faith that we are willing to tell others. He tells us to wake unto righteousness.
Paul said some in his day did not have the knowledge of God, and that was to
their shame. It could be said of us today | am afraid. Every chance we get we
should speak of the hope that lies within us.

1 Pet 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always
to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that
is in you with meekness and fear:

1 Pet 3:16 Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of
you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good
conversation in Christ.

1 Pet 3:17 For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well
doing, than for evil doing.



IV. The Method of Resurrection

1 Cor 15:35 But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with
what body do they come?

1 Cor 15:36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:
1 Cor 15:37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall
be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain:

1 Cor 15:38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed
his own body.

Paul asks two questions in verse 35... “How are the dead raised up?” and “With
what body do they come?” He goes on to explain this by using the sowing of a
seed as an example. To all appearances, when a seed is sown, it dies. Later, it
rises to a larger and more glorious life.

These seeds are sown at planting time, and another plant comes up as a result.
The seed dies, but that is not the end of the matter. A plant emerges from the
seed. Even so, our bodies are planted back to the earth, but in the resurrection,
the new life shall come forth. Jesus used this same analogy. God gives us a
body (the seed) as it pleases him.

John 12:24 Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

The bodies we have now are suited for earth. Our resurrection body will make us
suited for heaven, for we shall be like Him.

1 John 3:2, Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him;
for we shall see him as he is.

He was able to go through locked doors, and move quickly from place to place,
yet He could eat food and be touched.

1 Cor 15:39 All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of
men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds.

1 Cor 15:40 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory
of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.

1 Cor 15:41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and
another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory.

Not all flesh is the same as are all bodies. Paul explains how that there is a
kind of flesh of man, whereas there is another flesh of beasts and other types of
animals. And there are different bodies. In the celestial, we have stars, the
moon, and the sun. Here on earth, we have bodies of men, animals, and plants.
The beauty of the heavenly bodies is unique and different from the earthly
bodies. All things, were created for God, and He deserves to receive glory from
His creation.



1 Cor 15:42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is
raised in incorruption:

1 Cor 15:43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness;
it is raised in power:

1 Cor 15:44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a
natural body, and there is a spiritual body.

1 Cor 15:45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul;
the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.

1 Cor 15:46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is
natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.

1 Cor 15:47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord
from heaven.

1 Cor 15:48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the
heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.

1 Cor 15:49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear
the image of the heavenly.

1 Cor 15:50 Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.

As there is a difference in the glory of the different types of bodies, so is there
with the resurrected body. This body will be changed into a gloried body at the
resurrection.

1 Cor 15:51 Behold, | show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed,

1 Cor 15:52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed.

1 Cor 15:53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must
put on immortality.

The resurrection truly is a mystery. We don’t know the day nor the hour, but it
might be even today. And as quick as the twinkling of an eye, that trumpet will
sound and we will all be changed into the glorious body fashioned after the
glorified body of Jesus Christ.

1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

V. The Final Victory Over Death

1 Cor 15:54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying



that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

1 Cor 15:55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

1 Cor 15:56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

1 Cor 15:57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.

The only way we can have victory over the grave is to know Christ as our Lord
and Savior. When we have Jesus, death has no power over us.

Rom 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:
Rom 5:13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed
when there is no law.

Rom 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over
them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam'’s transgression, who
is the figure of him that was to come.

Rom 5:15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through
the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the
gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto
many.

Rom 5:16 And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift: for the
judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many
offences unto justification.

Rom 5:17 For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more
they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

VI. Challenge to All Who Know the Lord

1 Cor 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour is not in vain in the Lord.

This is a verse that is both a challenge and a promise. We are told to do three
things.

1. Be stedfast

2. Unmoveable

3. Always abounding in the work of the Lord.

When we do this, we can trust in the promise that none of our work we do for the
Lord is in vain. We may never receive a thank you or any recognition on this side
of glory, but God will not be unfaithful to reward our efforts. Even a glass of cold
water given in God’s name will result in a reward one day.

Brother Bynum came up with summary about the purpose of the Resurrection.



A. It Will Vindicate Our Christian Faith.  (v. 29-34)

1. It will vindicate our evangelism. “Baptized for the dead,” does not mean
proxy baptism as practiced by the Mormons. When a person is baptized they
take their place in the Church filling the ranks of true believers.

2. It will vindicate our suffering. (v. 30-32.) Paul suffered as a Christian,
and so have many others. Why go through all of this, if there is no resurrection of
the dead? In the resurrection we shall be happy for the little suffering that we
endured. (See 2 Cor. 4:8-11; 11:23-28.)

3. It will vindicate our separation from sin. (v. 33-34.) We are called to live a holy
life for Him. It may be a struggle today, but we will be glad in the resurrection.

B. It Will Deliver Us from the Corruption of Death. (v. 49-57)

1. We shall receive a heavenly image. (v. 49-50.) Our earthly image with all of
its weaknesses will be a thing of the past. Our present flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God. It will be changed in the resurrection.

2. We shall receive an incorruptible body. (v. 51-53.) This will happen suddenly
when the trumpet sounds at His coming in the air. The sleep of death, that the
body has been experiencing in the grave, will be broken. Our body, soul, and
spirit shall be reunited in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye. Then immortality
will be a reality.

3. We shall be given a complete victory over death. (v. 54-57.) Please note
that the word victory is found three times in these verses. There will be victory
over death, victory over the grave, and victory over sin.

C. It Gives Us a Reason to Be Stedfast in the Faith. (v. 58)

1. The resurrection forms the basis for Paul’s plea. When he uses “therefore,” he
is looking back to what he has just declared in this chapter.

2. His commands three things for believers, in relationship to the work of the
Lord. “Be ye,” is in the imperative mood, which means that it is a definite
command.

a. He commands them to be stedfast. “Stedfast,” means to be settled and firm.
Too many professing Christians are bedfast and not stedfast.

b. He commands them to be unmovable. “Unmovable,” means not to be moved
from its place, firmly persistent.

c. He commands them to be abounding in the work of the Lord. “Abounding,”
means to exceed a fixed number, to be overflowing. It is used of a flower going
from a bud to a full bloom.

3. His conclusion and his command is based upon the resurrection. ...forasmuch



as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

* Additional Comments added by E.L. Bynum in August 2013.
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Prov 4:18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and
more unto the perfect day.
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